Recent advances in the pathology and classification of ovarian sex cord-stromal tumors.
In recent years, our knowledge of ovarian sex cord-stromal tumors has increased, and their classification has evolved. In this review, recent advances in the classification and pathology of ovarian sex cord-stromal tumors are discussed, and the controversy regarding the classification of sex cord tumor with annular tubules is addressed. The current classification is built on those of the past, and future classifications should improve on what is now in place incorporating new knowledge from more sophisticated clinicopathologic studies and advanced molecular techniques. This review emphasizes articles written in the 21st century as well as those that have significantly advanced our knowledge of sex cord-stromal tumors in past decades. The tumors in this group occur over a wide age range and are often unilateral. In difficult cases, immunocytochemistry provides improved diagnostic accuracy. The most useful immunohistochemical marker for their identification is alpha-inhibin, which is positive in most neoplasms in the sex cord-stromal group. The article concludes with a section discussing the pathogenesis of sex cord-stromal tumors.